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In Memoriam: Ralph
Minasian (1927-2017)
Remarks by Dr. Norbert S. Baer on the occasion
of and a service in remembrance of the life of
Ralph Minasian and the opening of Armenia! at
The Metropolitan Museum of Art.
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For many years, the Institute of Fine Arts had received vital support for

Chan House opening reception,
September 30, 1983, with Ralph
Minasian (left); Michael Forstl,
lead architect; and Stephen Chan

found employment.

its programs in Ancient Near East and Islamic Art and Archaeology from
the Kevorkian Fund. When the plan to rescue the Conservation Center from
the Basement and Cellar of the Duke House, relocating it to 14 East 78th
Street was proposed, the Fund offered leadership funding. Thus began the
arduous process of getting something built at NYU, where it seemed that
the Second Avenue Subway provided the construction schedule model.
For five years, the project moved forward at its own leisurely pace, culminating in a dedicatory Symposium in 1983. At all times, Ralph was a key
advocate, urging the Administration to sharpen its focus on 78th Street.
While always interested in the work of the Conservation Center, in particular, the teaching, research, and fieldwork associated with archaeology,
the Fund now supported faculty teaching and research and an innovative
Archaeological Field School that prepared students for their participation in
the Institute’s Excavations. This engagement was made manifest by Ralph’s
faithful attendance at the presentations given by returning students at the
beginning of each new school year. This was not pro forma, but rather a

Recipients of the
RDM Prize:
Brian Castriota ‘14
Annika Finne ‘16
Rebecca Gridley ‘17
Soon Kai Poh ‘19
Sarah Mastrangelo ‘18
(photo courtesy K. Martin)
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do we account for the wide international influence and significance
of a small foundation with a narrow
range of interests and a single,
singular operating officer and a
tiny one room office on Northern
Boulevard and a basement office
on Evergreen Lane? To steal the
words of Christopher Wren’s son

Dr. Baer and Mr.
Minasian, President,
Hagop Kevorkian Fund
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and look in the auction and exhibition catalogues in the Watson
Library.
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In an age of mega-foundations

bian opened a restaurant in Forest

with large, highly paid staffs, how
In 2008, the Kevorkian Fund provided
funding for the transport and installation for
this Armenian khatchkar in the Metropolitan
Museum of Art, a speical long-term loan
from the State History Museum of Armenia
(photo courtesy of the MMA)

“ARMENIA” WILL BE ON VIEW AT THE METROPOLITAN MUSEUM OF
ART FROM SEPTEMBER 22, 2018 THROUGH JANUARY 13, 2019

Attending the memorial (L to R) Michele Marincola ‘90, Soon Kai Poh ‘19, Peggy Ellis ‘79,
Rebecca Gridley ‘16, Dr. Norbert S. Baer, Hannelore Roemich.
Soon Kai and Rebecca are both recipients of the RDM Prize.
(photo courtesy S. Higby)
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